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Abstract  This paper statistically analyzes the applications and grants in the field of artificial in-
telligence(AI) from the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) from 2018 to
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2024, and the results show that the NSFC support has become an important source of research

funding for researchers, and the total number of researchers and the number of research findings

are increasing rapidly, the number of applications in 2024 is 2. O6times higher than that of 2018,

the number of grants is 1. 46 times higher than that of 2018, and the total amount of grants is

1. 55 times higher than that of 2018. The research team shows a trend towards rejuvenation. Da-

ta mining of various research hotspots and their changes over the last 7 years shows that research

financed by the fund can reflect the hotspots of scientific research, have a leading effect and have

significantly contributed to academic development. This paper can serve as a reference for Chi-

nese researchers in the Al field to refer to research interests and other aspects.
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In November 2016, the State Council issued the “Thir-
teenth Five-Year Plan” for the Development of National Stra-
tegic Emerging Industries, which clearly pointed out that the
next 5 to 10 years will be a critical period in which a new
round of global scientific and technological revolutions and in-
dustrial transformations will break out from the momentum
of construction to the bursting of groups. The process of in-
formation revolution is developing rapidly, the Internet of
Things, cloud computing, big data, artificial intelligence and
other technologies have penetrated into all areas of economy
and society, and the prosperity of information economy has
become an important symbol of national strength.

In 2018,
China (NSFC) established the Artificial Intelligence (Al

Level 1 Code FO6 and made the discipline of artificial intelli-
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gence an important funding area of NSFC by adhering to the
frontiers of science, optimizing the construction of disciplines
and considering the key application needs of the country’s so-
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Among them, the aspect of basic theories: Foundations of
Artificial Intelligence (F0601), Complexity Science and The-
ory of Artificial Intelligence (F0602),
( F0603 ),

Machine Learning

Knowledge Representation and Processing
(F0607); In key technologies: machine perception and ma-
chine vision (F0604), pattern recognition and data mining
(F0605), natural language processing (F0606), intelligent
systems and Al safety (FO608), cognitive and neuroscience-
inspired Al (F0609) and in interdisciplinary applications: Al
topics in interdisciplinary fields (F0610).

Since its inception, the NSFC has funded a large number
of research projects in the field of information science and
collected sufficient data. In this paper, we review the project
applications and funding data since the NSFC established the
first artificial intelligence discipline code as the main object,
statistically and analytically analyze various research focuses
and their changes in the past 7 years using data mining meth-
ods, and predict the future research focuses through trend a-

nalysis to serve as a reference for most researchers in the

field of artificial intelligence.



